X-Ray Vision For Your Website’s
Search Performance

e Stop guessing how users find you.

98% ricaithy +

e Google Search Console (GSC) is the
free, ultimate diagnostic dashboard
provided directly by Google.

e Uncover exactly how your site is
crawled, indexed, and ranked in
organic search.
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The Only Source of First-Party Search Truth
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Google Analytics: Google Search Console:
Tells you what users do on your site Tells you how they found your site in the first
(Time on page, bounce rate, conversions). place (Search queries, click-through rates,

indexing errors).

B

Key Takeaway: GSC is your direct communication channel with Google's search algorithm.

&1 NotebookLM



Handing Google the Map
to Your Content

_________ > sitemap.xml
Step 1: Verification Step 2: XML Sitemaps
Choose Domain Property (via DNS TXT Don't wait for Google to guess your structure.
record) over URL Prefix. A Domain property Submit your sitemap.xml directly in the
captures comprehensive data across all Sitemaps report to explicitly tell Googlebot
subdomains and HTTP/HTTPS versions. which pages are important to crawl.
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Decoding the Big 4
Search Metrics

Total Impressions

1.2M

Impressions: How often
your site appears in search
results (even if they don't
click).

"'1 o ) "l
Total Clicks Average CTR Average Position
45K 3.7% 8.4
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Clicks: How often users Average CTR (Click-Through Average Position: Where
actually visit your site from Rate): The percentage of you rank on average (1-10

the search results. impressions that turn into clicks. is page one).

Diagnostic: High impressions +
low clicks = You need a better
title or meta description.
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The Striking Distance Keyword Play

The Play:

Filter your Performance report for queries
ranking in positions 5-15. You are almost at
the top, but not quite.

Find Missing Modifiers:

Look at the exact queries Google
associates with your page. You will often
find modifiers that users are searching for,
but aren't actually written on your page.

The Quick Win:

Weave these exact missing modifier terms
naturally into your existing content. You
confirm Google's suspicion about your
relevance and capture easy rankings.

Top Querie

clogged drain solutions

Clicks

125

89

42

Position

o

8.1

1.4

14.9
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Diagnosing Invisible Pages in the Index

Discovered - currently not indexed Crawled - currently not indexed

Google found the URL but delayed crawling The bigger danger. Google read the page
to save server resources. but decided the content wasn't good
enough to show anyone.

The Fix: Improve Content & Use URL Inspection Tool

Improve content quality, add internal links, and then manually
Request Indexing to force a recrawl.
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Google Rewards Fast, Stable User Experiences

o009
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LCP (Largest
Contentful Paint)

Loading. How long does it
take for the main content to
fully appear?

Poor Needs Good
Improvement

1\

INP (Interaction to
Next Paint)

Interactivity. How fast does
the page react when a user
clicks or scrolls?

£ A

CLS (Cumulative
Layout Shift)

Visual Stability. Do images or
ads load late and push your
text around unexpectedly?
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Your Website’s Early Warning Alarm System

A CRITICAL ALERT: IMMEDIATE ACTION REQUIRED

11:38 AM

Manual Actions

The SEO nightmare. Human reviewers at Google issue these
penalties if your site violates spam policies. You will not rank
until this is resolved.

Security Issues

Alerts you to hacks, malware, and phishing/social
engineering threats.

Google will email you these alerts directly.
Fixing these is mandatory to maintain search visibility.
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Powering Your Broader Tech Stack

Google Analytics 4

Connect accounts to seamlessly
combine search query data with
on-site user behavior.

BigQuery Integration

Export your data to bypass GSC's
strict 16-month historical data limit
and store search data indefinitely.

Google Search
Console

Google Merchant Center

Vital for E-commerce. Sync product
data to unlock rich product snippets
and shopping tab listings.
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The GSC Mastery Checklist

DO:

Inspect URLs and Request
Indexing after major content
updates.

Regularly check the Pages report
for sudden drops in indexation.

Use the Performance report to
hunt for missing keyword
modifiers.

DON'T:

Ignore mobile usability or Core
Web Vitals warnings.

Assume Not Indexed always
means an error (it includes
Intentional noindex pages).

~ Let your 16-month data

expire—export it to BigQuery.
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